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Basel, Switzerland, September 29, 2014 

 
Syngenta appoints new Chief Operating Officer  
 
Syngenta today announced that John Atkin, Chief Operating Officer, will retire from 
the company at the end of 2014. He will be succeeded by Jon Parr, who will 
assume responsibility for two of the company’s four regions: Europe, Africa and the 
Middle East and Latin America. North America and Asia Pacific will remain under 
the leadership of Davor Pisk, Chief Operating Officer. 
 
Jon Parr has worked for Syngenta and its legacy companies since 1987.  He has 
broad experience across both crop protection and seeds including commercial and 
supply chain roles. From 2009 until the end of 2013 he was Regional Director for 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East where he successfully drove the integration of 
the business while achieving significant growth in sales and profitability. Since the 
beginning of 2014 he has held the role of Head of Global Crops and Assets, 
targeting the optimization of global crop and product platforms. 
 

John Atkin is retiring after a formidable 37 year career in agriculture, of which the 

last 25 have been with Syngenta and its legacy companies as a widely respected 

authority in the crop protection industry. He has been Chief Operating Officer at 

Syngenta since the foundation of the company in 2000. Following his retirement 

from the Syngenta Executive Committee, he will join the Board of the Syngenta 

Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture, whose mission is to create value for 

resource-poor small farmers in developing countries. He will also pursue his 

farming interests in the United Kingdom and will continue as a non-executive 

director of the fresh fruit company Driscoll’s. 
 
Mike Mack, Chief Executive Officer, said: “John Atkin played a pivotal role in the 
creation of Syngenta by successfully merging two crop protection businesses to 
form a clear industry leader, the strength of which continues to be a cornerstone of 
our integrated strategy. Throughout his tenure, John’s determination and keen 
judgment have been invaluable to us, and the quality of his leadership has been 
appreciated across the company. On behalf of the Board of Directors and the 
Executive Committee, I should like to thank John for his outstanding contribution 
and to wish him a long and happy retirement. I am confident that in Jon Parr we 
have found a strong successor to sustain our focus on growing the business and 
improving profitability.” 

 
 

http://www.syngenta.com/global/corporate/SiteCollectionDocuments/pdf/media-releases/en/20140929-Resume.pdf
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About Syngenta 
Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 28,000 
employees in over 90 countries dedicated to our purpose: Bringing plant potential 
to life. Through world-class science, global reach and commitment to our 
customers we help to increase crop productivity, protect the environment and 
improve health and quality of life. For more information about us please go to 
www.syngenta.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 

 
This document contains forward-looking statements, which can be identified by terminology such as ‘expect’, 
‘would’, ‘will’, ‘potential’, ‘plans’, ‘prospects’, ‘estimated’, ‘aiming’, ‘on track’ and similar expressions.Such 
statements may be subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause the actual results to differ materially from 
these statements.We refer you to Syngenta's publicly available filings with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission for information about these and other risks and uncertainties.Syngenta assumes no obligation to 
update forward-looking statements to reflect actual results, changed assumptions or other factors.This document 
does not constitute, or form part of, any offer or invitation to sell or issue, or any solicitation of any offer, to 
purchase or subscribe for any ordinary shares in Syngenta AG, or Syngenta ADSs, nor shall it form the basis of, or 
be relied on in connection with, any contract therefor. 
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